Electrophysical properties and microstructure of PTCR ceramics of the system (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 + y%Mn have been investigated. It has been shown that manganese ions increase the potential barrier at grain boundaries and form a high-resistance outer layer in (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 ceramics. The resistance of grains, outer layers and grain boundaries, the values of temperature coefficient of resistance as well as the varistor effect as a function of manganese content of PTCR materials have been investigated.
Introduction
Positive temperature coefficient of resistance (PTCR) occurs in ferroelectric semiconducting ceramics based on doped barium titanate near Curie point due to the formation of potential barriers at grain boundaries [1] . Therefore, PTCR ceramics are synthesized in the conditions at which semiconducting grains and highresistance grain boundaries are formed. In particular, this is achieved when yttrium ions are partially substituted for barium ions and grain boundaries oxidized during sintering of ceramics in the air. Complex impedance (Z * ) and complex electric modulus (M * ) analysis in a wide frequency range showed the presence of semiconducting grains, high-resistance grain boundaries and outer layers between grains and grain boundaries in PTCR materials. These areas of PTCR ceramics are electrically non-uniform and can be represented by an equivalent circuit, which includes three parallel RC-elements connected in series [2] [3] [4] . The low magnitude of resistivity change in the PTCR region, viz. ratio of maximum (ρ max ) to minimum (ρ min ) resistivity, and large varistor effect, viz. reduction of resistivity under external electric field, are the basic difficulties in the use of barium-titanate-based PTCR materials in the devices working at high strengths of electric field. The magnitude of varistor effect can be estimated from the dependence of normalized resistivity ρ E /ρ 0 , where ρ E and ρ 0 are resistivity of the sample at zero and nonzero voltage, on the electric field strength (E). Earlier investigations of PTCR barium titanate [5] showed that the magnitude of varistor effect correlates with the average grain size of ceramics, namely, the varistor effect is smaller in fine-grained ceramics. Both average grain size and the varistor effect decrease at partial substitution of calcium and strontium for barium in PTCR barium titanate (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 . The magnitude of resistivity change in this case remains unchanged. Besides, the partial isovalent substitution in the barium site of barium titanate shifts the Curie point towards low-temperature range, and this expands the area of application of PTCR-materials. However, the low magnitude of resistivity change in PTCR area does not permit to utilize the above materials at high strengths of the electric field. The decrease in varistor effect and the increase in the magnitude of resistivity change are also attributed to the increase in the resistance of grain boundaries [6, 7] . In particular, this occurs when the synthesized materials are doped with acceptors (for example, manganese) [8] . High-resistance grain boundaries in manganese-doped PTCR materials are formed due to redox transformations of manganese oxides in the same temperature range in which redox processes, accompanied with the formation of trivalent titanium, proceed [9] . However, the information concerning the distribution of manganese dopant in a polycrystalline material is scantily presented in the literature. This does not permit to explain the formation mechanisms of PTCR effect, as well as to control the properties of the ceramics based on barium titanate with manganese dopant.
Therefore, the aim of this work was to study the distribution of manganese ions in (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 ceramics and its effect on the properties of grains, outer grain layers and grain boundaries of PTCR ceramics.
Experimental
Extra-pure BaCO 3 , CaCO 3 , SrCO 3 , TiO 2 , Y 2 O 3 , SiO 2 , MnSO 4 and water solution of ammonia were used as starting reagents. Powders were ball-milled in agate mortar. In order to reduce the pollution of mixed powders during the milling, the working surfaces of crushing cylinders were covered with vacuum rubber. Uniform distribution of manganese dopant was ensured by its precipitation from solutions. Electrophysical properties of samples sintered at 1340-1360
• C have been investigated. The grain sizes in the ceramics were determined using X-ray microanalyser JCXA Superprobe 733 (JEOL, Japan). Aluminium electrodes were fabricated by burning in Al paste. Electrical properties of the ceramics were studied at direct and alternating current. Impedance analyzer PGSTAT-30 (Solartron) was used for measurements in the frequency range 100 Hz -1 MHz, and BM-560 Q-meter was used for measurements in the frequency range 50 kHz -35 MHz. Equivalent circuit and values of its components were determined using Frequency Response Analyzer 4.7 PC program. 
Results and discussion
The average grain size of PTCR ceramics of the system (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 does not change with manganese content (figure 1). The temperature dependence of resistivity of PTCR ceramics can be schematically divided into 3 ranges (figure 2). Range I extends from room to phase transition temperature and is characterized by relatively low resistivity which decreases with temperature. Range II lies above the phase transition temperature where a rapid growth of resistivity is observed (PTCR effect). Range III exists at a high temperature and is characterized by high resistivity which decreases with temperature. When the ceramics are doped with manganese, the magnitude of resistivity change in PTCR area increases (see figure 2) , and the varistor effect essentially decreases (figure 3). On the basis of the above fact it may be assumed that the potential barrier at grain boundaries increases with manganese content. The results of frequency investigations of the PTCR ceramics can be analyzed as four types of dependences: of complex impedance (Z * ), complex admittance (Y * ), complex permittivity ( * ) and complex electric modulus (M * ). The complex quantities are interrelated:
For an analysis, the results of investigations were presented as frequency dependences of the imaginary components of complex impedance Z and complex electric modulus M , which for a parallel RC element are described by the equations [2-4, 10, 11]:
where ω = 2πf is angular frequency (f denote frequency in Hz) and 0 is the permittivity of free space (8.854 · 10 −14 F · cm −1 ). From equations (1) it follows that:
Equations (2) show that the shift of the peaks Z max and M max in frequency (ω max ) is associated with a change in the values of both capacity and resistance in the corresponding RC element of the equivalent circuit. The Z max value is sensitive to the change in the resistance, and the M max value is affected by the capacity. Figure 4 shows frequency dependences of Z and M of samples of the systems (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 and (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 + y mol.% Mn, investigated at various temperatures. The plot of Z (f ) exhibits one peak, and the plot of M (f ) exhibits two peaks: one in the medium-frequency range (10 4 -10 5 Hz) and the other in the high-frequency ( > 10 8 Hz) range. The positions of Z max and M max do not coincide in frequency. This may be accounted for by the fact that the behavior of these maxima is affected by different electroactive ceramic regions. The change in the value and position of the maximum in the plot of Z (f ) is associated with the change in the electrophysical properties of the grain boundary, and that of M (f ) at 10 4 -10 5 Hz and at > 10 8 Hz is associated with the change in the electrophysical properties of the grain outer layer and the grain, respectively [2] [3] [4] . Figure 4 shows that the frequency of Z max in (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 ceramics decreases and the value of Z max increases with the increase of temperature. This is due, according to equations (2) , to an increase in the resistance of the grain boundary. The positions of M max in the medium-frequency range slightly shifts with the increase of temperature, and the value of M max essentially increases. This is due, according to equation (2) , to a decrease in the capacitance and an increase in the resistance of the outer layer of the grain. A calculation carried out on the basis of our experimental data corroborated the above conclusion.
Temperature dependences of the resistance of electrically different areas of the PTCR ceramics (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 and (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 + 0.01 mol.% Mn are shown in figure 5 . The variation of the resistance of the outer layer with temperature is similar to that of the grain boundary. Hence, the PTCR effect in (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 ceramics without manganese dopant occurs due to a change in electrophysical properties of the grain boundaries and the outer layers.
Temperature dependences of capacitances of (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 PTCR ceramics are shown in figure 6 . The capacitance of the grain boundary of the PTCR ceramic slightly changes with temperature, and the capacitance of the outer layer varies with temperature by the Curie-Weiss law (figure 6a). The capacitance of the grain boundary and the outer layer decreases in manganese-doped ceramics (figure 6b).
The results of investigations of PTCR (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 ceramics properties at room temperature as a function of manganese content are shown in figure 7 . As is evident from the data presented, the grain boundary resistance increases, whereas the grain resistance remains practically unchanged with the increasing manganese content. This is due to the manganese being not incorporated into the whole bulk of PTCR barium titanate grain in the concentration range under study.
To ascertain the reason of the increase in the multiplicity of resistance change in the PTCR region of ceramics as a function of manganese content, the magnitude of the potential barrier at the grain boundary has been calculated. The variation of the resistance in the temperature range ca. 17-50
• C (see figure 2 , range I) and ca. 300-500
• C (see figure 2 , range III) is described by the equations [1, 12] :
where ρ 0 is a constant for material [13] ; E a is the activation energy of conductivity; k is Boltzmann constant (1.38 · 10 −23 J/K = 8.62 · 10 −5 eV/K). The variation of the resistance in the temperature range ca. 100-300
• C, where a PTCR effect manifests itself, is usually described in terms of the Heywang model [1] :
where α is the geometric factor; Φ 0 (T) is the height of the potential barrier at the grain boundary:
e is the electron charge; n D is the electron volume concentration; b is the potential barrier thickness (2b = n S /n D , where n S is surface concentration of acceptor states);
i (T ) is grain permittivity which varies in ferroelectrics by the Curie-Weiss law: i (T ) = C/T − Θ (where C is Curie constant and Θ is Curie temperature). From equations (3) and (4) we can get:
The results of calculations for (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 ceramics according to equations (3) and (6) show that in the temperature range I the resistance remains unchanged and conductivity activation energy E I a decreases with the increasing manganese content, whereas in the temperature range III the resistance decreases and conductivity activation energy increases (table 1). The magnitude of the potential barrier at the grain boundaries of PTCR barium titanate, which accounts for the increase in the multiplicity of resistance change in the PTCR region, were calculated using equation 5 (figure 8) and agreed with the literature data [14] .
Thus, the investigations of the manganese-doped PTCR ceramics based on (Ba,Ca,Sr,Y)TiO 3 carried out by us over a wide frequency and temperature range showed that the manganese content slightly affects the grain resistance. Manganese ions are mainly at the grain boundaries and in the grain outer layer and act as acceptors. This greatly improves the properties of PTCR materials: the multiplicity of the resistance change in the PTCR region increases, and the varistor effect decreases.
